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TER the pertinent, though cur- 
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ſory remarks of Mr. TYRE, and 
the violent anes of Mr. BRAND, a third 
Reply to Mr. FoorT on his Obſervations 
upon the New Opinions of Mr. HUuN- 
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although he preſents ſtrong facts, 
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prejudiced to do juſtice to either party, 
I have offered mine to ſupply their de- 
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fects: with what ſucceſs, will reſt wich 


the Reader to determine. I ap- 


proved of, I ſhall be gratified ; if the 
contrary, regret my loſt labour: but 
be it as it may, my endeavours were 


_ dictated by philanthropy, and the 
reſult is at the Public's ſervice. Per- 


ſonal prejudice has had no influence ; 


ſo far from it, that I declare, from the 
Might knowledge I have of Mr. Foor, 


I ſhould rather deſre, than rctute his 


friendſhip. But I would purchaſe na 


man's good opinion at ihe expence 3: 
truth. 


For the ſake of the cauſe I have 
undertaken, I am jorry that the nature 
of my avocatious allow me ſo little 
leifare to attend to the ſubject, in the 


manner it merits; but I flatter myfelf, 


that I have gone fo far, as to fully re- 


fute Mr. Foor's ailertions, and give 
the general outlines of Mr. HUNTERS 


practice 
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INTRODUCTIOES 


ARA CKN@WLEDGING it with Mr. Foot, to 
Abe the duty of every profeſſional man 
to combat ſuch opinions in ſcience, as are 
either not founded in truth; or would be 


pernicious in practice: yet prejudice againſt 


an individual ought not to influence our 
judgment. Every new opinion offered on 
rational grounds, deſerves the candid atten- 
tion of that practitioner, who is emulous to 
alleviate the ſufferings, of his fellow-creatures; 
and the opinions of one fo juſtly celebrated 
as Mr. Hunter, and ſo deſervedly raiſed to 


the ſummit of his profeſſion, ſurely demand 


a more than common attention : they call 


for a deliberate and diſpaſſionate enquiry. 


Few men are hardy enough to place them- 
A ſelves 


MN In DE — 
2 rr — - 
7 — — = N — 


PRES 
- _— 


.: > 2 . 
ON. Ky : — S 1 2 — 2 — 
1 
* 5 a” — — >. — - c. — — 2 
- SD ALT YER: — a 2 . Nr - = —_ 8 : — — | ; — - 
* —— 1 8 — 2s "a. — * — 61th 1 — — — — — — ' * — RT - — = — — l \ FAS. X l | 
Q La ——— 2 "% —_— ——TT we — TS. - AT 5 ö — 5 D 2 — . Lori” — Wy —_— — 
22 333 44 vt „ A — nA - I * 92 1 N I — „Nr. y 7 — * — * 4 : "E = Lag 
2 8 - Fa — — es 2 — 1 = >; 9 8 E P 8 r = 
0 — 3 Þ — — a” pe — — 2 . * — — — <> tie — 2 = 8 * 5 — Ld N — E 4 — 8 2 22 * — > - Va. 
” - Re ent =& * = * rere SI _ * WT RIS — n 2 ©. — — LS - "hl — _ „ on 6 
— 1 — 2 — — — — ye OMA AS . 2 . 33 2 = — * —— = * 2 — 5 D ju 
* Ps * — 4" _- — + ne — —ñů—S—n! ͤ—— 2 — — Ap - 4 4g," AR la & — : - — — += 4 Va . 
TY : wn r — — p Fx * l - — — — — Wn hos 85 =_ =» » >. : \ 5 2 n 
agen — —— 2 128 — 1. n = — Cy — — —— 2222 ä 2 5 — — — —— — — —_— pe * —_— rare ane — — — = _ — - 
* - — — _ — — — —— 8 x — a 4 — py * 5 
— —— — — en — 


Av. 
— 
poo 
—— 913% on — * — 
22 N * 
— — r 


— 

W 4 Pr of 
Aa a 
2 — 


R — 

wy; + "IC. 
— Po __ 
ä 4 aw}; * 


* 
1 — =- ba — * 1 
7 * I 
* 4" 1 1 3 4 
ks. ae „ 94 5 
44S J 1 * 82 0 4 
—— 2 rn gene — 
5 — 2 — — _ 
2 A 2 * —— Ines * 
— — 7 — A” 
— — — — —— 
— — — OT IG... =  — —— 


by 1 
5 2 41 
| J 


— — — 
a _—_ — — 
— — rae — —ͤ— — 0 
ä - a” — —2 - . — 8 — 


— — 
3 
—_ 9 — 2 


— « 
Be a 2. p 
— 
> 
— — 


— 
A my 

_ -% 

+ <«=<an_ - 
— 

r ” p 71 : 
— 


EE 7 

ſelves in the perilous ſituation of an autlior, 
eſpecially thoſe in affluent circumſtances, 
without the innate ſatisfaction, of having 

either fully effected their wiſhes, or at leaſt 
of offering a boon, that will prove acceptable 
to the public. In Mr. Foot's Obſervations 
on Mr. Hunter's Treatiſe on the Venereal 
Diſeaſe, I am ſorry that he ſhonld have per- 
mitted prejudice to influence his remarks, fo 
much, as to ſubſtitute per ſonality for argu- 
ment, ſarcaſm for reaſoning, and uſed a lan- 
guage ſo repugnant to his profeſſion. I 
doubt not his abilities as a ſurgeon, but con- 
demn the proſtitution of them to ſuch an 

end; and regret, that he ihouid have ſacri- 
ficed his candour and good ſenſc at the ſhrine 
of reſentment. F Bo movie from any bias, 
and revering equally, the names of Pott, and 
Hunter, as much as he docs the former ; 
from the obligations I owe them, for a ſhare 
of whatever profeſional knowledge I may 
have acquired, I neither have, nor evcr 
mean to inliſt under any medical party ban- 
ner. Truth is my object; I ſhall chearfully 
embrace it, from whatever quarter it may 
come, and it is only to diſcover that deſide- 
ratum, that I have animadverted on Mr. 


Foot's errors, avoiding, as much as poſlible, 
| all 


a 


all declamation, and exerciſing, I hope, that 
ſhare of candour towards him, which Iplead to 
be due to every author; ſtating his arguments 
fully, and neither mutilating, or miſapplying 
his reaſoning ; not that I purpoſe attending 
to every minute miſrepreſentation, any more 
than is neceſſary to defend Mr. Hunter's gene- 


ral doctrines; and to ſhew Mr. Foot's Obſer- 


vations in that light, which impartial truth 
requires: for, on maturely attending to Mr. 
Hunter's work, I confeſs myſelf much bene- 
fited; and I am ſo far from conceiving his 
Opinions calculated to miſlead, that I hope 
to prove, in the courſe of my remarks, the 
validity of my aſlertion, that it contains a 
fund of uſeful information, not to be met 
with any where elſe. However, I wiſh to 
enter a caveat againſt being underſtood 
either implicitly to defend the whalh of Mr. 
Hunter's Opinions, (for ſome of them, I am 
aware, require the teſt of experience) or 
blindly condemn Mr. Foot's in foto; for no 
two men's ideas can be ſo aſſimulated, or 
their practice ſo entirely conſonant to each 
other, as to have only one rationaie. 
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SYMPATHY. 


AM inclined to commence my Defence 

with this Word, (a) from theſtrong hopes 
Mr. Foot ſeems to entertain of his objections 
being inſurmountable; and the poſitivencſ; 
with which he delivers himſeif, may poilibly 
lead ſome individuals, to miſtake confidence 
for truth; though the force of his objections, 
if they have any weight, reſts on the appli- 
cation of the word, by defining it a corpo- 
real effect from a menial cauſe, as likewiſe 
the affection that one perion feels for the 
condition of another, or the quality of being 
affected by the affection of another; that is, 
Pity. But this is not the caſe; and I will en- 
deavour, without adverting to the incon- 
gruity of his explanation, to prove this 
bantling, or adopted child of his, illegitimate. 
His reaſon for this limited definition, is cvi- 
dently intended to anſwer his own purpoſe : 
for the etymology of the word admits a much 
more copious ſignification, being derived 
from zu, with, and xabcs, affection, paſſion, 


ſut- 


(2) See Mr. Foot, page 48, 49, and 10g. 
W: | C9) Lib. 1. de locis affect is. 


et 


C39 
ſuffering, or diſeaſe.(b) Galen definesit, Mor- 
bus, affettio corporis infirma ; and if Mr. Foot 
had conſulted either Scapula's, or Schrevelius's 
Lexicons, he would have found ample infor- 
mation, and a contradiſtinction to his par- 
tial, or limited definition. It is there ſaid, 
Philoſophi et Medici, defintunt duorum natu- 
ralem, quandam conjunctionem, & concordiam, 
ex ſimilitudine, vel generis, vel nature, vel tem- 
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peramenti, vel morum, velaliarum rerum conci- 
liatam. MEDICIS AUTEM, peculiariter ſigniſicat 
affeetionem partis elicujus, non per ſe, ac preprie, 
ſed per conſenſum, & ſogtetatem alterius labs 
rantis. 
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Were I to ſearch for authorities, I faney 
they would extend much beyond the limits 
of my preſent performance. Thoſe I have 
adduced, will be deemed, I hope ſufficient, 
when connected with the following facts, 
which muſt frike the ſenſe of every obſerver, 
and bring conviction home. The eifluvia 
of agreeable or pungent applications, applied 
to the noſe, will often communicate vigour 
to the whole iyitem. Cold water thrown 
upon any part of the body that is warm, 
produces an immediate and general contrac- 

tion, 
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3 
tion, of all the veſſels and pores. Some par- 
ticular ſounds will ſet the teeth on edge, 
whilſt others will raiſe the ſoul to extaſy. (c 
Aſk a generous citizen, if the fight or ſmell 
of grateful food does not make the ſaliva 
flow into his mouth ? And this particular 
_ affection is {till more manifeſt, from various 
inſtances of diſeaſes, complained of in one 
part, though the cauſe 1s in a very remote 
one, as a deranged or ſurcharged ſtomach 
produces pain in the head; and pain in the 
uterus, teſticles, bladder, or kidneys, ſick- 
neſs in the ſtomach. After amputation, 
likewiſe, of the leg, or arm, individuals will 
frequently complain of pain in the exciſed or 
amputated part. (d) A bruiſe on the os ſacrum 
brings on a ſuppreſſion of urine, as likewiſe 
a paralyſis of the lower limbs: and are not 
the whole train of hypochondriac and hyC- 
teric ſymptoms deducible from this cauſe? 
To what other can they? Theſe ſenſations 
{hew this or igin, and fully eſtabliſh the ex- 
iſtence, 


(e) See Motherby” s Medical Dictionary, for Sympathy, 
and Cyclopædia. 


(4) See Dr. James Crawford on Sympathy, in the 2d 
Part of the Vth Volume of the Edinburgh Medical Eau 
and Obſervations. 


C 


iſtence of a ſympathetic affection in our bo- 


dies, independent of our will, or the in- 


fAuence of external objects; therefore, per- 
fectly diſtinct from condolence, or pity: (e 
and as all feeling ariſes from the brain and 


nerves, the above facts, I hope, will have their 


due weight, and operate with candid minds 


to Conviction, in evincing, that every part of 


the body hati this affection with the whole: 
that it is, fpeaking profeſſionally, a morbid 
and partial afteciion of the body, ariſing 
from a local diſeaſe. 


(2) From this it evidently appears, that Mr. Foot's traits 
of ſymptoms from irritation rather depend on Sympathy. 
See Mr. Foot, p. 49. 


%) Sce Kirkland on Sympathy. 
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OF THE VENEREAL POISON, 


V HAT induced Mr. Foot to prefer 
the word animal to morbid poiſon, 
is to me inexplicable. One would ſuppoſe, 
what was offered as an improvement by him, 
would at leaſt elucidate, but unfortunately it 
confounds, his explanation being equally 
applicable to the variolous, and every other 
animal poiſon that can alt upon us. In- 
deed one would never have looked for an 
objection to ſuch intelligible language as Mr. 
Hunter delivers himſelf in, in the gth page, 
for he conveys a clear idea of his ſentiments 
that ſtrictly apply to the venercal poiſon. 


OF THE FIRST ORIGIN OF THE POISON. 


{ by place what may, and ought perhaps 


to be deemed an omiſſion, as an ar- 
gument of its non-exiſtence, is extending it 
beyond its juſt limits, purſuing a line of con- 
duct Mr. Foot condemns in Mr. Hunter, 
and taking an advantage, that cool reaſon- 


ing 


(#1) 


ing does not juſtify. g The alarm which the 
diſeaſefirſt excited among mankind, thenum- 
berleſs wild conjectures as to its cauſe, it gave 
riſe to, the abſurd treatment of it by medical 
men, from the want of a rationale reſpecting its 
nature and conſequent cure, all uniteas much 
againſt as for any argument. Regular prac- 
titioners deſpairing, from the inefficacy of 
the means, they were then acquainted with, 
left the cure to empirics and viſionary pre- 
tenders. I ſhould therefore, (as I am con- 


ſcious Mr. Foot cannot be ignorant of it,) 


have ſuppoſed, had not his aſſertion been ſo 
pointed, that he was not in earneſt in de- 
claring to us, that Mr. Hunter had neglect- 
ed, giving the hiſtory of the diſeaſe, (% 
from a mean, or intereſted deſign; I could 
have withed not to have degraded Mr. Foot, 
ſo much as to ſuppoſe it. : It is true, ſuch 
vague, contradictory, obſplete, and illuſive 
authorities, open a field, for a warm imagi- 
nation to diſplay itſelf; and we might by 
animated reveries, have our fancies pleaſed, 
though our judgments could not be informed: 


for writers, acting under the influence of 


fear, ſuperſtition, and groſs ignorance, were 


| * ill 


(g) See Mr. Foot, p. 12. (+) Idem, p. 8. 
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ill calculated, to deicribe ſuch a Proteus ſyſ- 
tematically; that cameleon like they would 
have you to believe, was daily changing its 
aſpect. Yet Mr. Foot may be aſſured, I 
am induced to ſhew him the fallacy of his 
argument, and on what a baſcleſs fabric he 
has erected his triumph, not from any hoi- 
tile views, or the little malignant ſatisfaction 
of a victory; but from a friendly motive, 
hoping the example will inftil a principle 
of candour into his future proteſts. 


Mr. Foot obſerves, (i) © That the firſt 
author that can be traced on this diſcaſe, was 
Nicolaus Leonicenus of Verona, anno 1497; 
but a little attention to the ſubject, ( would 
have informed him, that he was of Vicenza; 
and that Joſeph Grundbeck, or Grundpeck, 
of Berkhauſen, a German phyſician, and 
Alexander Benedict of Verona, both wrote 
on the ſubject the preceding year. Mr. 
Foot further obſerves, in the ſame page, 
that no mention is made of a gonorrhaa (/) 

before 

Ci) See Mr, Foot, p. 9. See Altrue; 32. 

9 take it for granted, he means a virulent gonor- 
rhœa, becauſe a ſimple is noticed by the firſt Writers, and 
may juſtly be ſuppoſed to have been almoſt cogval with our 
exiſtence. | ; | 


„„ 


before Johannis Baptiſta Montanus, in 1550; 


but here he is equally unfortunate, for James 
a Bathencourt, wrote particularly, on a go- 


norrhea virulentia, anno 1527, and Paracel- 
ſus, ano 1536; the one conſequently, twen- 
ty-three years, the other, fourteen before his 
date. Having traced. it then within thirty- 
one years of the Venereal Diſeaſe's exiſtence 
by general conſent, I am more juſtified in 
ſuppoſing, from theſe circumſtances, that, 
it appcared, ab origine, than Mr. Foot is, 
in fixing it to arm 1550. Indeed Aſtruc 
himſelf, ſays, (n) © That he would not 
have it inferred, that it did not appear, long 
before this period, becauſe not deſcribed, as 
a ſymptom of the difeaſe ;” though, it is 
but juſt to acknowledge, that he 1s rather 
inclined to think it not, an original ſymp- 
tom. One circumſtance ſtrikes me, which 
beg leave to remark, though I do not ſtate 
it as an argument, notwithſtanding it has 
ſome weight with me: might not writers, 
under the influence I. have before alluded 


to, eaſily miſtake this ſymptom, for a gozor- 


rhea fimplex, aggravated, as they would in- 
fer, by this peculiar diſeaſe of the ſyſtem, 
B 2 and 


in) See Aitruc, p. 98. 
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and not conceive it a mark of the venereal 


malady, till time, and reflection, connected 


with its general appearance, might point 
out its origin. () Beſide, if no gonorrhea, 
or diſeaſe of the urethra; was mentioned, 
at its firſt appearance, it makes nothing for 
Mr. Foot's cauſe ; he might as juſtly, as he 


tells Mr. Hunter, draw concluſions from a 


dream, as from the omiſſion ; ulcers in the 
genitals, are ſpoke of long before the diſ- 


eaſe is ſaid to have exiſted, and they are 


deſcribed 1n the pudenda, amongſt the ear- 
lieſt writers; (p) indeed without the exiſtence 
of a gonorrhœa or chancre, how could the 
diſeaſe, be communicated ſo generally? For 
IT will venture to aflert, that a man ſhall 


have connection, with a woman labouring 


under the lues venerea, admitting that ſhe 
has no diſcharge, or ulcer in her parts, with 
impunity, and vice verſa. Now, whether 


the one, or the other exiſts, is indifferent, 


as he attempts not to deny, that the virus in 
both is alike, and he has proved, from the 
very 

(1) See Foot, p. 10, 11, 12, and 13, 


( Aſtrue, p. 95. 


CC. W-1 
very authority, he condemns Mr. Hunter 
for quoting, that the diſeaſe ſometimes, cures 


itſelf, without medical aſſiſtance; though he 


ridicules the idea, in his ſubſequent remarks. 
However, I beg my reader's attention to this 


point, and hope, it will be admitted as an 


anſwer to Mr. Foot's objections, unleſs, in 
future ſupported, by better reaſoning and 


authority, than we have hitherto met with: 


to tell us, that, Cook [g) only ſpeaks of the 
ſymptoms of a confirmed lues, and that na- 
ture here effected a cure, is going beyond 
what Mr. Hunter ever aſſerted, (7) or almoſt 
any man, but himſelf, believed. From the 
ſlipperineſs of the ground on which Mr. 
Foot was treading, it ſhould have made him 
more cautious, in his aſſertions, and leſs 
dictatorial in his manner; and having, ſo 
early, pointed out his miſconceptions, will 
give me with my readers, as well as Mr. 
Foot, ſome credit, when ] aſſert, that others, 
equally ſtriking, offer themſelves, which ne- 
ceſſity, not their force, obliges me to overlook, 
leſt my Reply, connected with Mr. Foot's 
Obſervations, ſhould exceed, even the per- 

| formance 


(9) Foot, p. 11. (r) Hunter, P-. 14+ 
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formance we are contending about, though 
my reaſoning may be applied as a general 
anſwer to his reiterated objections. 


OF GONORRHOE A. 


TR. HUNTER . when an irre- 
| : tating matter of an 7 1. 18 appli- 
od to a rl ſurface, it increaſes that ſe- 
cretion, and changes it from its e ſtate, 
(whatever that be,) to ſome other, which in 
the preſent diſcaſe 1s a pus. (5s) To this Mr. 

Foot objects; will have it increaſed mucus, (. 
and threatens us, with all the authority that 
he can raiie; yet like the mountain in labour 
bringing forth a mouſe ; the hoit dwindies 
down, to a ſolitary quotation from Mr, Pott, 
who he forces into a controverſy that he 
never dreamed of. I doubt not but the digni- 
ty of Nr. Pott's mind, will naturally lead 
him, to think liberally of others, who differ 
from him in ſpeculative opinions, conſci- 
ous that any ſingle authority, however re- 
ſpectable, mult be conſidered as queſtionable; 
and 


(-) Hunter, p. 29. 6. Foot, p. 16, 17, and 18. 


( 3 3 
and though I venerate Mr. Pott, as much 
as any man hving, for his quickneſs of per- 
ception, clearneſs of judgment, and great 
indiſputable profeſſional abilities, yet the 
names of Dr. Hunter, Cullen, Mr. Sharpe, 
Gataker, and 1f my memory fails me not, 
Mr. Cruickſhanks, all deſervedly high in the 
profeſſion, muſt more than poiſe, the evi- 
dence of one individual, however reſpecta- 
ble. But authorities apart, why did not Mr. 
Foot, adduce experiments, to ſhew us the 
fallacy of Mr. Hunter's reaſoning, and give 


us facts, inſtead of aſſertions, to form qur 


opinions on? This one would ſuppoſe, from 
his outſet, he intended, but his ſilence indu- 
ces us to ſuppoſe, he was incapable of ef- 
fecting it; yet, though a tacit acknowledge- 
ment, I would beg leave to be indulged with 
a few words on this ſubject, in order to il- 
luſtrate ſome phenomena in the diſeaſe, which 
I ſhall have occation hereafter to ſpeak of ; 
although I do not mean to treat ſo diſtinctly 
on the ſubject, as it deſerves, it would lead 
me, into too large a field, any further than 
is applicable to the preſent conteſt ; and I am 
the more induced to it, from his profeſſions, 
leſt I ſhould be thought, to have ſhrunk 

from 
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from the enquiry. I can readily concur with 
him, (That matter is formed, from a 
| ſolution of continuity, or deſtruction of 
parts,“ in an abſceſs, yet the ſame cauſe is 
| not neceſſary towards the cure, unleſs na- 
ture, to complete this proceſs, muſt deſtroy 
| her own works, which would be an arraign- 
| ment of that general axiom, that her ope- 
rations are ſimple, and always for the 
beſt. I would rather ſay, that pus is continu- 
ed to be ſupplied, till the parts are regene- 
rated, from the blood, lymph and juices, 
which neceſſarily circulate through the part: 
and though the venereal poiſon or pus appli- 
ed to the parts ſuſceptible of its action, 
generally produces inflammation, which is ac- 
companied with a peculiar ſpecific mode of 
action, on the parts, differing from all others 
attending inflammation, though its degree of 
virulence is not to be eſtimated, either from 
the preſent ſymptoms, or the continuance 
of the diſcharge, theſe depend more on cir- 
cumſtances in the habit, zbar is, a greater 
or leſs diſpoſition, to be acted upon by irri- 
tation, eſpecially this ſpecific one, than the ex- 
tent of the inflammation : for inflammation, 
is not abſolutely neceſlary, as Juſt obſerved. 
cither 


(4) See Foot, p P · 18. 
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either to its formation, or continuance. If 
this is the caſe, matter may as eaſily be form- 
ed, from the application of a morbid ſtimu- 
lus to a ſecreting ſurface, as by the eroſion, 
and neceſſary deſtruction of parts, for though 
in gonorrhœa, there is no true ſuppurative 
inflammation, neither is their in the ſmall- 
pox, yet if the venereal irritation is excited 
by the application of the morbid poiſon, the 
ſpecific action enſues, and the diſeaſe is 
produced. If this does not account for 
it, how is it? By what proceſs, does in- 
_ creaſed mucus become infectious ? Becaule, 
if fever and inflammation were always 
neceſſary to the formation of pus, they 
ſhould continue as long as pus is ſupplied, 
till the cure is effected, (*) which is con- 


trary to fact. Mucus, we know, in a na- 


tural healthy ſtate, is bland and perfectly 
innoxious, and though from irritation, or 
relaxation in its ſecreting parts, the quan- 
tity may be greatly increaſed, as in the fluor 
albus or ſimple gleet, as well as by the ap- 
plication of ſternutatories, and in defluxions 
from catarrhs, ſo as to produce diſeaſe; yet 
the ſeveral diſcharges are not infectious, 

'> though 


(x) Foot, page 17. 
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_ though the acrimony, par ticularly of the firſt, 
may bring on temporary inconvenience, ſo will 
an irritating injection to the urethra, yet both 
will ſubſide of themſelves : in fact, if it was 
ſimply increaſed mucus, it would make more 
againſt, than for Mr. Foot's argument, as it 
would not only prove the poſſibility, but the 
certaintyof a gonorrhea curing itſclt, fo that 
his aſſertions either prove too much or nothing 
at all, either way equally unfavourable to His 
cauſe. He further obſerves, (y) that no perſon 
ever felt irritation in the urethra, without 
looking for, and expecting matter. () This 
is as novel, as, I had almoſt ſaid, abſurd. Pray, 
does ſpaſm, or ſtrictures in the urethra, or 
even a dyſury, neceſlarily produce maiter ? 
Yet they ſeverally produce irritation, This is 
one amongſt the numberleſs inſtances we meet 
with, where we have to regret that Mr. Foot, 
in the heat of his prejudice, nezlects the aid 
of cool reaſon. He is not more fortunate 
 wherehe ſays, (a) © If without any infectious 
imputation, what Mr. Hunter calls a ſimple 
gonorrhœa makes its appearance, and if it has 
followed almoit immediate connection, here 
more diſcharge is inſtantaneouſly produced 
from 


60] Foot, p. 18. (z) Hunter, p. 32. (% Foot, p. 18 and 19. 


(- 19. 'F 


from leſs irritation, and no v/rus—what was 


the proceſs to form this pus? Before he aſks 
the queſtion, it would have been but juſt to 
ſhew us, where Mr. Hunter called this diſ- 
charge from a gleet pus, becauſe till he does 
that, I beg the reader to withhold his belief. 
Mr. Hunter ſays, ) A gleet differs from a 
gonorrhaa, firſt in this, that though a con- 
i:quence of it, it is perfectly innocent with 
reſpect to infection. Secondly, when it is 


a true gleet, it is gencrally different in ſome 


of the conſtituent parts of the diſcharge, 
which conſiſts of globular bodies floating or 
wrapt in a ſhmy mucus, inſtead of a ſerum.” 
Now to an unbiaſſed mind, can theſe words 
be tortured to ſuch an idea? Is pus even 
mentioned? However, I have here, as I have 
done before, given Mir. Foot the queſtion, to 
make the molt of ; taat the reader may ſee the 
fallacy, as well as unfitneſs, of his Obſerva- 
tions; and if he will be at the trouble of 


comparing Mr. Hunter's words with Mr. 
Foot's quotations, he will ſeldom or ever 


find the latter correct; the ſenſe is frequent- 
ly perverted ; for though Mr. Foot ſays fo 
politively, that Mr. Hunter calls the diſcharge 

C2 from 


(2) Hunter, p. 100. 


144. 


zo ) 
from a ſimple gleet and a virulent gonor- 
rhœa, by the unqualified appellation of pus, 
yet I have ſhewn the former to be erroneous; 
and if we refer to page 11 of Mr. Hunter, 
or to page 29, as quoted at the commence- 
ment of this reply on gonorrhœa, they mi- 
litate againſt the aſſertion : Mr. Hunter ſays 
a pus, or united with pus, or ſome ſuch ſecre- 
tion; but this does not convey ſuch a de- 
ciſive opinion as I have granted. Mr. Foot 
goes on exulting in his ſelf-conceited victo- 
ry, and tells us, that {c) in the ſimple go- 
norrhœa, unfortunately for Mr. Hunter, no 
irritating matter was applied, that either he 
or I knowof, yet the diſcharge appears to be 
the ſame; for who at ſight can make the 
diſtinction? Here, as if miſhap was con- 
nected with his undertaking, his very manner 
of relating the fact, deſtroys his reafoning, 
for 1t 1s given by writers as a diſtinguiſhing; 
mark between the ſimple and virulent gonor- 
rhœa, that the former comes on immedi- 
ately after copulation, and is, as Mr. Foot 
has mentioned, at once violent; the latter 
ſome days after, and gradually: the ſimple 
gleet frequently ariſes from relaxation fol- 
lowing 


(e) Foot, p. 19s 


8 
lowing an over, or too long protracted ex- 
ertion of the natural tone in erection, too 
free an evacuation, or muſcular violence, for 
it does not always depend upon connection. 
Theſe facts, when connected with the pecu- 
liar circumſtances of the caſe, will generally 
enable a judicious practitioner to form a 
pretty accurate opinion, ſince it is not ne- 
ceſſary to depend alone on the ſight, though 
that will often direct us, for the natural 
ſecretion from the urethra is limpid, and ſo 
ſhould an increaſed one in a great meaſure, 
but a gonorrhea is ever coloured. 


I hope I have ſufficiently proved, who d 
kicks the beam; but confeſs myſelf at a loſs 
to find out any cauſe, but the determined 
one of finding fault, for ſuch a waſte of 
words: if I was diſpoſed to follow Mr. Foot's 
example, I might aſk him, (I am ſure on 
better grounds,) on what he builds his Her- 
culean objections ? But I would not with to 
mortify him unneceſſarily, his fabric icems 
too baſeleſs, 


OF. 


(4) Foot, p. 20. 


© 22 ) 


of THE TIME RETWEEN THE APPLICATION 


AND EFFECT OF THE VENEREAL POISON. 


WOULD bcg the reader to peruic this 

ſection of Mr. Hunter's, where, though 
he gives us tie different periods of its au 
pearance, from ftz hours to fix weeks, on 
the moſt credible teſtimony, yet he co:ugfles, 
that he believes, ic ſc.dom or never les per- 
fectly quiet ſo long; but, as if nothing wou! 
fatisfy Mr. Foot, thourh cvidently incapable 
of oppoſing M. Hunter, either by facts, or 
fair reaſoning, yet he ihews a reluctance to 
give up, doubts what hie cannot overturn, 
{d)and teils us, that he has never heard, or 
ſeen, that tie inflammatory ſtate did take 
place for a confiderable time before the diſ- 
charge, but that if it did, it would be a ſatis- 
factory reaſon, for cc: * n Pils. 
From this remazk, I cannot help thinking, 
what, for Mr. Foot's ſa..c, 1 lope is not 
founded, that his practice and information 
muſt be very circumſcribed: for it is a point 
I think that fen will differ with me in, who 
have 


(4) Foot, page 25. 
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have ſeen any thing of the diſeaſe, when! aſſert, 
that irritation always takes place prior to the 
diſcharge, though the immediate time of its ap- 
pearance depends on, perhaps, ſome unknown 
conſtitutional cauſe. In the conceſſion at the 
cloſe of his ſection, (e) Mr. Foot has not con- 
ſidered how much he has granted; his heat 
has thrown him off his guard, and proved 
how mal-a-propos the charge of inconſiſtency 
comes from him, againſt Mr. Hunter. He 
tells us, that if the inflammatory ſtate took 
place prior to the diſcharge, Mr. Hunter was 
perfectly right in calling it pus: yet how can 
Mr. Foot reconcile this fingle circumſtance 
to his ſtring of enquiries, pages 18 and 19? 
Where 1s the ſolution of the parts from 
whence this pus was formed? By what pro- 
ceſs was what he has heretofore called mucus, 
converted into pus? Where was the fever and 
inflammation ? Are they dwindled into ſim- 
ple irritation ? This is certainly a derehction 
of his theory. 


or 
(-) Foot, pege 25» | 
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OF THE COMMON FINAL INTENTION OF sur- 
PURATION NOT ANSWERING IN THE PRE- 
SENT DISEASE.(f] 


HE laſt ſection offered nothing to 

anſwer, this little more than a refe- 
rence to Mr. Hunter will refute, and ſhew 
how much Mr. Foot has kept his word, 
(in page 27) where he aſſures us, that he 
will never miſconſtrue any of his ideas, as 
he would not accept a triumph on ſuch 
grounds. Increaſed ſecretion from irritation, 
on ſecreting ſurfaces, 1s an eſtabliſhed fact, 
but (g) the alluſion to a mote in the eye, only 
a metaphorical exprefſion, meant to eluci- 
date his doctrine, to which Mr. Foot's fan- 
ciful objection has no actual affinity; for 
the eye itſelf is anon-ſccreting ſurface, where, 
if the venereal matter acts, an ulcer is the 
conſequence, which, as has been before re- 
marked, may continue, unleſs the ſpecific 
action is put an end to until its deſtruction 
is effected. 


But 


) Foot, page 27. (g) Foot, page 28. 


E as ] 
But further, I think there is a ſtrict pro- 


priety in the reaſoning : can a better theory 


be advanced, for women eſcaping ſo much 
oftener than our ſex, from the venereal con- 
tagion, than that the irritation excited, in- 
creaſing the natural ſecretion of the parts, 
waſhes off the virus, before the venereal ac- 
tion takes place: | 


The ſuppoſitian of a perſon attacked with 
a cold, is anſwered by the reaſoning in Mr. 
Foot's ſecond quotation, page 29, from Mr. 
Hunter: but I ſhall add, the naſal irrita- 


tion is from an acrid ſerum, or lymph, the 


ſame that produces a catarrh. The time of 
the increaſed ſecretion's appearance depends 
on circumſtances ; but the diaphanous, as 
well as when like the uſual ſecretion, only 
in increaſed quantity, are clearly from their 
appearance mucus ; they poſſeſs not the cha- 
racteriſtic marks of matter. In page 29, Mr. 
Foot agrees, That it is ſpecific irritation 
that produceth an increaſed ſecretion ;” but 
ſays, © that this ſecretion will be, both in qua- 
lity and quantity, generally in proportion to 
the influence of the ſpecific ſtimulus, on the 
ſurface of the urethra ;” and adds, that the 

2 ſecreted 
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ſecreted mucus muſttherefore be confidered as 
a ſymptom, and not the cauſe.” Whether this 
laſt remark 1s given as a proof of Mr. Foot's 
chirurgical acumen, I ſhall leave to himſelf to 
declare : but the influence of the ſpecific 
irritation depends, as I have before obſerved, 
on the greater or leſs diſpoſition of the habit 
to be acted upon by the venereal irritation, 
and not on any diſtinct quality in the poi- 
ſon. (/ Mr. Foot's aflerting that Mr. Hun- 
ter has given us the unqualified aſſurance, 
that all gonorrhœas cure themſelves, is erro- 
neous, as will be proved in the chapter on 
the cure of a gonorrhœa. ) But to his ob- 
ſervation, that he will defy Mr. Hunter to 
prove that a gonorrhea cannot be continued 
by the application of freſh matter, I would 
beg of him to prove that 1t can ; I think he 
ought at leaſt to have attempted it, to ſupport 

* appearances. Our reaſon rather oppoſes the 
ſuppoſition, becauſe we know that irritation 
long continued, leſſens the ſuſceptibility of a 
part, otherwiſe the matter paſſing over the 
ſurface of the urethra, would render-our en- 
deavours to effect a cure abortive, unleſs we 
could keep the paſſage conſtantly ſheathed. 
1 | | Has 


() Foot, page 32. | (5) Foot, page 33 


( 2 3 


Has Mr. Foot proved, that the two para- 


graphs, page 35, militate againſt each other ? 
I am decidedly of opinion he has not : but 


as I ſhall have occaſion hereafter to ſpeak 


more largely on gonorrhea, under 1ts cure, I 
hope the paſt reaſoning will apply ſufficiently 
here : the firſt ſtrengthens my argument, 
the latter ſhall be attended to. Mr. Foot 
has no cauſe of exultation, for Mr. Hunter 
could have no idea of a compromiſe, by ſay- 
ing, © that the tranſition from a healthy, to 
a diſeaſed ſecretion, is eaſily produced.“ Nei- 
ther did he ever aſſert, that inflammation was 
actually neceſſary, though generally atten- 
dant on the formation of venereal pus ; but 
if he even had, Mr. Foot, on recollecting his 
own lapſe under the article of pus, page 22 
and 35, as well as in other parts, will be led, 
I dare ſay, to commiſerate with him, with a 
tellow-teeling. 


D 2 


( 28 J | 


OF THE MOST COMMON SYMPTOMS, AND 
THEIR ORDER OF APPEARANCE.(|) 


"KT HY Mr. Foot makes a myſtery, 
where none exiſts, I leave to him- 
felf to explain : ſhall only inſiſt on Mr. Hun- 
ter's being permitted to ſpeak for himſelf, 
and we ſhall then have the ſymptoms of the 
venereal diſeaſe narrated without a reference 
to any hypotheſis, juſt as they occur ; for 
Mr. Hunter is known to form his opinions 
on experiments, and not conjecture : but in 
different habits, or even the ſame, at different 
periods, there will be a Luſus Nature ; and 
whoever refers back to our paſt obſervations, 
will readily conceive the poſſibility of thoſe 
varieties of inflammation, preceding at ſome, 
and following at others, the diſcharge, 
though, as I before aſſerted, irritation is al- 
ways firſt. 


(4) Foot, pages 39 and 40. 
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OF THE DISCHARGE, 
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T WERE Mr. Foot echoes Mr. Hunter's 
opinion: but, as if recollecting that 
the reader might take his words in their 
literal ſenſe, and not poſſeſs that ſhare of 
acumen, as to conſider, © that praiſe was only 
cenſure in diſguiſe, Mr. Foot throws off the 
maſk, and perverts Mr. Hunter's words to 
his own purpoſes ; and becauſe the latter 
ſays, to ſave appearances, (I could even 
allow,” Mr. Foot tells us, that Mr. Hunter 
adviſes the practice; but I hope, with candid 
minds ſuch conduct will meet with the con- 
tempt it merits. Was Mr, Foot to be 
treated in kind, he would readily ſee the in- 
juſtice. However, leſt my abhorrence of the 
meaſure might be conſtrued, like Mr. Foot's 
illiberality, to the weakneſs of my cauſe, I 
beg leave to reply, that the man cannot com- 
pleat his connection, if he loſes the power of 
erection ; therefore no fear. But adnutting 
he had the ability to continue it, after it 
ceaſed, his pride would not pernut him ; for 
he 
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(7) Foot, page 41. 


(3) 


he muſt poſſeſs but a ſmall ſhare of that am- 
bition which actuates our ſex, in performing 
this duty well, to perſiſt, after he has loſt 
his vigour, the criterion by which the ladies 
judge of the ſtrength of a man's habit, 
and the warmth of his affection for them. 
Iwould aſk Mr. Foot, if it was himſelf, would 
he wiſh to become ſo contemptible in their 
eſtimation? I will venture to anſwer for 
him, not; and whilſt the erection continues, 
there need be no apprehenſion of a morbid 
ſecretion. In this opinion I am ſatisfied he 
will join me. The objections in page 42, &c. 
are anſwered under the article of pus; yet was 
I diſpoſed to evade Mr. Foot's remarks, I 
might ſay, that Mr. Hunter does not call the 
diſcharge pus, (m) but a pus, or united with 
. pus, or ſome ſuch ſecretion: yet JI am fo ſa- 
tisfied myſelf, that it is matter in a virulent 
gonorrhea, that J am ready to defend the opi- 
nion againſt Mr. Foot, and every authority 
he can bring. 


5288 
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(n) Hunter, p. 11, 
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OF THE CHORDE. 


ICE venereal diſtinctions in theory, 
that have no influence on practice, are 
never worth contending about ; and I find 
nothing to anſwer in pages 44, 45, 46 or 47. 
In 48 and 49, Mr. Foot wiſhes to convince 
us, that the word 7rr:#atzon is more juſt and 
expreſſive than ſympathy, but JI think to very 
little purpoſe ; for even the caſes, or effects 
of local injury he adduces, are more appli- 
cable to ſympathy than irritation. To prove 
that they mulitate againſt his definition, I 
have only to adduce the latter, where he ſays, 
n) © that irritation is applied to affections of 


the various parts of an individual only, inde- 


pendent of another.” To reconcile this ex- 
planation with the tenor of Mr. Foot's rea- 
ſoning, requires more ingenuity than I think 
he poſſeſſes; for I may obſerve by him as he 
does by Mr. Hunter, that he is deficient in the 


very eſſence of that which conſtitutes a ſucceſs- 


ful ſkeptic, for where is that halcyon ſmooth- 
neſs 


(2) Foot, page 39. 
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neſsof language to charm us? Where the diſ- 
ſembling and perſuaſive argument, that aſſi- 
mulates illuſion to truth? However, to ſhew 
my aſſertions are founded, I would beg to be in- 
dulged with the opportunity of defining irri- 
tation in its indiſputable medical ſenſe. As 
an eſſential property of all animal bodies, it 
is a ſpecies of ſtimulus, and that part is de- 
fined irrritable, which contracts, or becomes 
ſhorter, on being touched, or pricked : the 
degree of irritability is eſtimated by the pro- 
portionate violence of the touch, which cer- 
tainly imphes a local action, from the imme- 
diate application of a ſtimulus to ſome par- 
ticular part. Thus a bliſter, applied to the 
ſkin, veſciates it by its ſtimulus, and produces 
by that means irritation, and ſubſequent in- 
flammation ; but the ſtranguary which fre- 
quently follows, is from ſympathy. This 
affection does not exiſt in all parts of the 
body alike, nor 1s the degree to be deduced 
from the immediate ſenſibility of the part, 
for thoſe moſt ſenſible are not the ſooneſt 
irritated; more depends on the conſtruction 
of the part, than the part itſelf. This makes 
me ſuppoſe, that Mr. Foot is hardly in ear- 

neſt in his aſſertions; for I preſume, no man 
5 but 


© WY 


but himſelf would have called a painful ſen- 
ſation, in a remote part, and unconnected 
with the immediate local act on of the ſtimu- 
lus, irritation. | 


SWELLED TESTICLE 


o)FYROM the vaulting and high pre- 

a miſing language Mr. Foot ſets off 
with, it leads one naturally to expect ſome- 
thing more than declamation, and an idle re- 
petition of words withont meaning. But we 
mult judge of a centinel by his actions; and 
if Mr. Foot really means to keep his word, 
and only oppoſe opinions that are injurious 
in their effects, in a rational, ſolid, and can- 
did manner, I ſhall be happy in being relieved 
from my unpleaſant office, and think myſelf 


under obligations to him for the exertion of 


thoſe talents he poſſeſſes, in either detecting 
error, or pointing out any uſeful improve- 
ment: but till then, I maſt continue my re- 


marks. Indeed, my fears forbode an illafive 
hope, for whoever reads Mr. Hunter's ob- 


ſervations on the ſwelled teſticle, will find 
— him 
, See Foot, p. 50. 
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him, I think, ſyſtematic ; and if ſo, to what 

end has Mr. Foot given us near two pages 
of unfounded cenſure ? {p) The obſervation 
on the late appearance of the affection of the 
teſticle, bears ſome ſemblance to argument, 
and ſhall have its weight. I will meet him 
fairly. He reſts his oppoſition on the attack 
coming on, after the patient conceives him- 
ſelf well, and particularly requeſts his read- 
er's attention, that there 1s nothing to ſym- 
pathize with. But can Mr. Foot lay, that 
the diſpoſition had not taken place, prior to 
this favourable aſpect ? Is the patient a ſuf- 
ficient judge ? Nay, I would aſk Mr. Foot 
himſelf, if he, or the moſt experienced ſur- 
geon is competent at all times to ſpeak po- 
ſitively on the immediate ceſſation of the 
ſymptoms to the abſolute non- exiſtence of 
any of the venereal virus in the ſyſtem, 
(much leſs of this diſpoſition) yet unleſs this 
point can be decidedly eſtabliſhed, his argu- 
ment has no force, and every day's experience 
ſhews us the fallacy of ſuch a criterion ; for 
a gonorrhœa ſhali apparently go off for many 
days, and return again, without any known 
cauſe. Conſtitutional circumſtances, mode 


of 
(5 Foot, page 54. 


| 83 | 
of living, may, nay do often act, though we 
are not always acquainted with the imme- 
diate one. Some other diſeaſe in the ſyſtem 
coming on, as a fever, &c. (q) may ſuſpend 
the venereal action, or that power may exiſt, 
which cauſes ſuch a difference, at differcnt 
periods, as to the time between the abſorp- 
tion of the poiſon, and the appearance of the 
venereal ſymptoms. It the diſcaſe, as Mr. 
Foot lays, is not from ſympathy, becauſe 
there 1s nothing to {ympathize with, how 
can it be from irritation ? Mr. Foot's argu- 
ments mult deſtroy their own force: that it 
is not from virus conveyed to the teſticle, is 
highly probable, from the ſame ſymptoms 
following, as Mr. Hunter obſerves, every 
kind of irritation, whether from ſtrictures, 
injections, or bougies, &c. (r The ſuddenneſs 
of the attack, and its changing often from 
one ſide to the other ſo quickly, is a further 
proof of ſympathy. Now, if the whole of the 
urethra was affected, to the proſtate gland, 
E 2 We 


Hunter, page 3, elucidates this matter by a cafe in 
polnt. | 
e) I am now attending one who had been adviſed to the 
uſe of an injudicious 1njection, which cauſed this very effect, 
and a high degree of irritation along the whole courſe of the | 
urethra, accompanied with a bloody diſcharge. 5 


3) 


we might eaſily conceive it to ariſe from 
the action of venereal matter running on to 
the teſticle; yet even then it might not be 
from virus tranſlated to it, but from irrita- 
tion at the caput gallinaginis, only the ready 
communication by the vas deferens would 
render it probable: but no immediate con- 
veyance can be proved from the uſual ſeat 
of a gonorrhœa in the urcthra to the teſticle, 
notwithſtanding the attack occurs as fre- 
quently at this time as any other, though 
there may to the groin, which clearly ac- 
counts for this ſympathetic affection. This 
hkewiſe ſhews, why the teſticle is not 
often irritated by a gonorrhea, in its high- 
eſt ſtate of irritation, and why the inguinal 
glands ſympathize more frequently than the 
teſticle with the gonorrhea. That the epi- 
dydimis is not often firſt affected, I appeal 
to the profeſſion; and the want of commu- 
nication proves the improbability of the 
virus being conveyed to it. Beſides, as Ijuſt 
obſerved, the poiſon muſt paſs on to the 
proſtate gland before it can be tranſlated to 
the teſticle. Now, no one acquainted with the 
nature of thoſe parts, will ſuppoſe, that the v7 - 
rus can paſs along, without manifeſting itſelf 


by 


C MY 

by ſuch ſymptoms as are peculiar tothe morbid 
action of thoſe parts: but admitting it other- 
wile, it would rather ſhew that ſome cauſe had 
ſuſpended this tendency to a ſympathetic af- 
fection, than that it was from virus conveyed 
after irritation had altogether ceaſed in the 
vrethra ; eſpecially when we conſider, that 
it is the body of the teſticle almoſt inva- 
r1ably, that is firſt attacked with a fullneſs, 
tenderneſs to the touch, &c. En paſſant, 
let me intreat the reader to compare page 54 
with 55, of Mr. Foot, and ſee what a perfect 
uniſon prevails in his opinions. In page 54 
we are told, © that when the patient con- 
ceives himſelf quite well, there is nothing for 
the teſticle to ſympathize with; there is no 
pain, no inflammation, no irritation in the 
urethra, to provoke a ſympathy in any other 
part.“ _—_ 


Aﬀterwards, that © the ſwelled teſticle 
mult be produced from irritation in the ure- 
thra, or from virus conveyed to the teſticle: 
but laſtly, that it is incapable of being at- 
fected, without the immediate action of vrus, 
and that the ſymptoms prove it:“ ſo that the 

teſticle is capable of ſympathizing, then 
not: and again, *if the ſymptoms in the 
uretara 


* 
urethra ceaſed, on the teſticle being affected, 
the ſwelling might be ſaid to originate from 
irritation without virus, or from ſympathy.” 
This 1s generally the caſe, and I defy Mr. 
Foot to deny it. The abſurdity of theſe 
counter paragraphs might have excuſed me 
from replying ; but I am willing to give Mr. 
Foot more than his due, rather than weaken 
his arguments, that truth may manifeſt it- 
ſelf, for J have only noted them, as I wiſh to 
do his diction in page 57, as evidences of his 
fallibility, that they may teach him more 
candour in his language, when ſpeaking of 
Mr. Hunter, than he has ſhewn in his writ- 
ings. The frivolous appeal, at the conclu- 
ſion of this ſection, to Mr. Hunter's honour, 
is beſt anſwered, by referring to his treatment 
of the ſwelled teſticle. 


(s) As I do not mean to copy either the 
falſe wit, or the illiberal perſonality of Mr. 
Foot, conceiving them inconſiſtent with a 
diſputant, or the gentleman, ſhall therefore 
paſs over the ſection of the © {ſwelling of the 
glands from ſympathy,” perceiving nothing 
_ deſerving of an anſwer. 

OF 


(+) Foot, page 56. 
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OF THE DISEASES OF THE LYMPHATICS IN 
A GONORRHOEA.{?/) 


AN candour juſtify Mr. Foot in muti- 
lating Mr. Hunter's arguments, and 
trarſpoſing his words? The latter ſays, (u 
Another ſymptom which ſometimes takes 
place in gonorrhœa, is a hard chord leading 
from theprepuce along the back of the penis, 
and often directing its courſe to one of the 
groins, and affecting the glands. There is moſt 
commonly a ſwelling in the prepuce at the 
part, where the chord takes its riſe. This 


happens ſometimes when there is an excori- 


ation and diſcharge from the prepuce or 
glans, which may be called a venereal gonor- 
rhœa of thoſe parts. Both the ſwelling in 
the groin, and the hard chord, we have rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe, ariſe from the abſorption of 
pus, and therefore are the firſt ſteps towards 
a lues venerea ; but as that form of the diſeaſe 
ſeldom happens from a gonorrhœa, I ſhall 
not take any further notice of it in this 
place :” when he proceeds nearly in Mr. 
Foot's words, as in the latter quotation. 


The 


. Foot, page 60. Cu, Hunter, page 59. 
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The intention of this perverſion was ap- 
parently to form a pretext for writing; and 
in the dearth of argument, Mr. Foot created 
a ſhadow, that he might, Quixote like, here- 
after have the pleaſure of encountering it, 
which I envy him not; but to humour his 
wiſhes, will extend my remarks a little fur- 
ther. The ſymptoms of a gonorrhœa, 
Mr. Foot ſays, © are held in contempt by 
Mr. Hunter: that he © is eager at all times 
to repeat to us, that the diſcharge is harmleſs 
that flows from a gonorrkca, and that his 
doubts of bad conſequences are all at an end,” 
&c. Now, 1s not the quotation from Mr. 
Hunter above, a flat contradiction to Mr. 
Foot's affertion, of the diſcharge being harm- 
leſs? Does not theformer point out the above 
effects as ſometimes following a gonorrhea ? 
Does he not declare them as the firit ſymp- 
toms of an approaching lues vererea? Has he 
not dedicated ſome chapters of his work to its 
cure? Then, how can Mr. Foot aflert againſt 


truth, that the diſcharge from a gonorrhœa 1s 


perfectly innox1ous ? Is it becauſe Mr. Hunter 
has faid, © attacking ſecreting ſurfaces, it fome- 
times ceaſes pontaneouſly, and that the in- 
flammation can only act a certain time?“ 
| Xx et 


„ 
Vet he never tells us that this favourable 
event is ſo frequent as to juſtify our 
neglecting a gonorrhæœa, but fully refutes the 
ſuppoſition by his practice; and Mr. Hunter 
further ſays, (x) © that the matter acting 
on a now ſecreting ſurface, and producing 
an ulcer or chancre, the parts ſo affected 
are capable of continuing this mode of ac- 
tion for ever ;” and as to the ſuppuration of 
the glands, particularly the inguinal ones, 
Mr. Hunter is ſo far from ſaying that they 
are not infected with the poiſon, that he 
declares /y) © he ſuſpects, when they inflame- 
from the abſorption of matter, they gene- 
rally ſuppurate.” To Mr. Foot's ſtring of 
;fs, I anſwer, let him prove the aſſertions 
from Mr. Hunter by candid quotations, and 
I will then reply to what he deems excep- 
tionable. Mr. Hunter doubts their always 
being venercal, (though he does not ſay they 
are never) becauſe they do well, with the 
common treatment of inflammation, with- 
out mercury. He likewiſe ſays, /z} © that 
as far as his trials extend, wounds are but 
indifferent abſorbing ſurfaces.” He ſuppoſes 
F the 


u Hunter, p. 35. (x) Idem, p. 51, and 58. 
8 6% Hunter, p. 19, and 36. 


(1.42 ) 


the diſcharge from the wound waſhes off the 
virus, before its action takes place. Mr. 
Hunter could never have imagined that his 
idea of wounds being but bad abſorbing 
ſurfaces, would be applied to the ſmall-pox; 
becauſe there is no analogy, there being no 
ulcer till the inflammation excited by the 


inſertion of the variolous matter produces 


ſuppuration, the action of which on the 
part 1s viſible before the conſtitution 1s af- 
fected : beſides, he has before obviated the 
objection, by remarking, © that any kind of 
irritating matter, applied to thoſe parts of 
the body ſuſceptible of irritation, changes 
them from the healthy ſtate to the ſpecific 
morbid nature of the irritating cauſe.” I 
would juſt aſk Mr. Foot, before I proceed to 
the next ſection, whether folly, perſonal 
enmity, or candour, dictated the abſurd in- 
formation in page 63? It is too groſs to 
gain belief, and how can we reconcile it 
to paſt or future declarations ? Such illibe- 
rality requires the patience of an Anchorite 
to read; it is too much, to meet with abuſe 
inſtead of argument. 


SHORT 


K 


SHORT RECAPITULATION OF THE VARIETIES. 


OF THE SYMPTOMS. 


on the acquiſition of his intuitive 
preſcience, his ſingular ſecond fight, that 
led him to the perception of what has been 
obvious to every reader; for Mr. Hunter, 


when permitted to ſpeak for himſelf, with- 


out the poliſhing hand of Mr. Foot, is not 
ſo inconſiſtent as the latter would have us 
to believe, but cauſes the ſhaft to recoil on 
his opponent, for in the very paragraph be- 
fore this quoted, Mr. Hunter ſays, (z) © In 
general, the inflammation in the urethra does 
not extend beyond an inch or two from 
the orifice,” Now, this only, independent of 
numberleſs parts where he makes uſe of the 
words ſpecijic diſtance, fully proves that he 
only alludes to the uſual ſeat of a gonor- 
rhœa in the urethra : that the ſenſe is not 
definite, for he in no inſtance declares it ab- 


ſolutely, nor any regular uniformity of 


ſymptoms ; indeed it would not be poſſible 
for him, but in this ſection recapitulates a 
F 2 few 


(x ) Hunter, p. 60. 


| ERE I muit congratulate Mr. Foot 
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few of the moſt material or common va- 
krieties; and I am well aſſured Mr. Foot is 
not ſo emulous of tame, as to contradict 
Mr. Hunter's narratiye. 


OF THE CURE OF THE GONORRHOFA. 


E are now come to the point 

to which aur paſt reaſoning has 
had ſome reference; and to adopt Mr. 
Foot's language, I ſhall 1 myſelf 
as counſel, the public, however incongru- 
ous, both judge and jury in the preſent 
cauſe at iſſue; and as our indeſcaſible right, 
inſiſt on my client being permitted to ſpeak 
for himſelf, or rather I for him, in his 
language. Truth calls for the adoption of 
that admirable maxim of the no leſs ad- 
mirable and juſtly celebrated Lord Mans- 
field, Audi alteram partem. But before I 
proceed, I muſt beg my reader's attention to 
Mr. Foot's Obſervations. from page 65 to 
85, both as to manner and ſubſtance. 


The hope that my waters will ay 
weigh the merits of the on between 
| us, 


4 'Y * . 
* 
4 


XC is} 


us, and conſider how far our opinions are 
.conſonant to truth and found practice, be- 
fore they give their verdict, has been the 
ſole wiſh that urged me to the preſent un- 
dertaking, and nothing perſonal ; for I am 
neither wedded to any man's opinions, nor 
have I the moſt diſtant deſire, if I poſſeſſed 
the power, of miſleading any man's judge- 
ment. I only with to weigh every notion 
without prejudice or favour, whether Mr. 
Hunter's or Mr. Foot's; for I declare, I 
ſhould be as happy to coincide, if my judge- 
ment would permit me, with the latter as 
the former; but when I ſee opinions op- 
poſed for oppoſition ſake, I cannot help 
feeling myſelf intereſted in parrying their 
effects; and as Mr. Hunter's ideas, though 
frequently ſingular and different from other 
men's, are generally founded on experi- 
ments, and as he has thrown more light 
on the animal economy than any man be- 
fore him, his doctrines delivered in the 
preſent Treatiſe ſurely demand the exertion 
of our candour and cool enquiry, until we 
are ſatisfied, either by our own obſervations, 
of their force, or by more ſolid reaſoning 
than Mr. Hunter has advanced in their 
—_ favour, 


= 6 ) 

favour, that they are injurious or imprac- 
ticable; but not by empty declamation, 
mere ipſe dixits, or by pretending to ſhew 
the fallacy of Mr. Hunter's reaſoning from 
mutilated ſcraps. To expect an immediate 
adoption of any theory, would be abſurd, 
and might be injurious ; it is better that it 
_ ſhould be canvaſſed diſpaſſionately, yet it is 
to be regretted that ſome individuals are 
too timid, or indolent, whilſt others, ſlaves 
to old cuſtoms or practices, deem every 
improvement an innovation of the ſacred 
Palladium of antiquity ; but their numbers 
are not now formidable, the ruſt of pre- 
Judice wears off, and we are enabled in our 
preſent enlightened days, to put a juſt and 
not exaggerated value on their labours ; for 
truth, though long obſcured, will ultimately 
prevail; and Mr, Hunter, I hope, before he 
finiſhes his earthly career, will be enabled, 
in ſpite of the envy of modern Zoilus's, to 
ſay with Ovid, 


Jamque opus exegi, quod nec Jovis ira, nec ignes, 
Nee poterit ferrum, nec edax abolere vetuſtas: 
Cum volet illa dies, que nil niſi corporis hujus 
Jus habet, incerti ſpatium mihi finiat ævi, & c. 


I bez 


(&@ 1 


I beg my readers indulgence, for this di- 
greſſion; but the more I enter, the more 
I find myſelf intereſted in the buſineſs 
though to tread the ground over again, after 
what I have ſaid on gonorrhea, will not be 
expected of me: but as Mr. Hunter tells us, 
we have no ſpecific for a gonorrhœa, it is 
fortunate, that time will 7requently (is clear- 
ly underſtood from his paſt reaſoning and 
preſent deductions) cure itſelf. However 
Mr. Foot may be diſpoſed to quarrel with 
Mr. Hunter for this opinion, I confeſs my- 
ſelf obliged to him for the ſuggeſtion ; the 
hope held out, I am ſure, was dictated by 
philanthropy and foſtered by benevolence : 
and could we inſtil the belief of the poſſi- 
bility of ſuch a favourable iſſue into our 
patients, though not founded ſtrictly in 
truth, it would conduce to their benefit, by 
appeaſing their fears, and inſpiring them with 
greater confidence in the means recommend- 
ed. As to the ſpontaneous cure of a gonor- 
rhœa, I muſt confeis myſeitincompetent to give 
a deciſion; further experience muſt enable me 
to yield a full concurrence, ſo far as my ob- 
ſervations extend, or if two caſes can warrant 
a decided opinion, I am then competent to ſe- 
cond Mr, Hunter's declaration, from the ſmall 
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( 48 ) 
ſhare of medical help very often neceſſary. 
I fincerely ſubſeribe to the idea, that it may 
ſometimes happen, and that this is Mr. 
Hunter's opinion, is evident from his general 
reaſoning (a) and treatment; his practice is 
calculated to b the fact; and he al- 
tows that art accelerates the cure; that very 
troubleſome effects ſometimes allows it, e 


the inflammation extending beyond its uſual 


bounds, along the whole courſe of the ure- 
thra, to the bladder and even the kidnies ; 
the glands likewiſe of the urethra inflame 
and often ſuppurate, and he ſuſpects that 
Cowper's glands ſometimes do the ſame.---- 
That a (d) gonorrhœa will often continue 
an amazing length of time, the parts being 
ſo habituated to this irritation as hardly to 
be affected by it; and that by this means 
ſooner or later, as circumſtances influence, 
the cure is effected, though not always the 
conſequences. (e 7 That it is very ſeidom 
that the conſtitution is tainted by a gonor- 
rhœa, yet that it ſometimes does, and the 
patient is attacked with a 1 es venerea. I 
deemed it neceſſary to give this ſummary of 
Mr. 
(a) Hunter, p. 69. p... 


(c) Idem, p. 38. (4) Id em, p. 69, & 109. 
(e) Idem, p. 15, 16, & 59. 


= 


Mr. Hunter's practice, as a counter-part to 


Mr. Foot's aſſertions, to ſnew their fallacy, 


before I proceeded to the latter's objections. 


My reaſons, beſides theſe given before, for 
believing the poſſibility of the ſpontaneous 


cure of the gonorrhea, and the incompati- 


bility of the living principle of the diſeaſe 


continuing in this, any more than in others, 
the ſame action; for when it ſhifts its in- 


fluence, and produces new effects, and is 
ramiſied, as Mr. Foot ſays, page 69, into all 


the venereal ſymptoms that were ever known, 
it is then, after the conſtitution is affected, 
a lues venerea, and no longer a gonorrhea. 


What ſtill further confirms me in the belief, 
are the various and almoſt contradictory 
means adopted by individuals for its cure; 


and whether this end is attempted by local 


or general remedies, let them be as oppoſite 
as they will, the event is nearly alike: and 
though mercury 1s allowed to be a ſpecific 
in the lues venerea, a gonorrhœa may ge- 
nerally be cured without it; and when given 
internally, it can have no effect on a local 
diſeaſe of the urethra, when the conſtitu- 
tion is not contaminated: nay, many practi- 
tioners have deemed it rather injurious than 

G beneficial. 
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8 
beneficial. And further, the inflammation al- 
ways ceaſing of itſelf, nearly as ſoon without 
artificial aid, as with, (if general) let the means 
be what they may, for this diſeaſed action, as 
I have ſaid before, cannot continue its influ- 
ence, but muſt ceaſe of itſelf (). Vet it is not 
to be inferred, that becauſe the inflammation 
has ceaſed, that the danger is always over, 
for the diſcharge, as I have obſerved, under 
the article of pus, is capable of being ſup- 
plied after ſuch ceſſation, or we could not 
reconcile it with the conjecture of its being 
conveyed in this form, to the South-Sea 
Iſlands: (g) nor is the event declared 
by Mr. Hunter, to be ſo frequent or regu- 
lar as to juſtify us, in the neglect of the ne- 
ceſſary means to deſtroy its action. What at 
once overturns the aſſertion, is his remark- 
ing, that the matter from a gonorrhœa and 
chancre are alike, and that the latter is the 
ſymptom of an approaching lues venerea. 
The poflibility of the fact Mr. Foot admits, 
when he ſays, that © after the urethra is 
inſenſible to the irritation of the virus, it is 
capable of ſhifting its influence :” but 
with Mr. Foot's leave, there muſt be an 

idlo- 
(/) Hunter, p. 35. (Z) Idem, p. 14 


„ 
idioſyncraſy or pre- diſpoſing cauſe in the 
habit; it is not a fixed rotine, after the ſuſ- 


ceptibility of one part is deſtroyed, to re- 
move to another: but in Mr. Foot's grant- 


ing this inſenſibility, J appeal to diſpaſſion- 


ate minds, if it does not ſtrengthen the pro- 
bability of Mr. Hunter's opinion being well 
founded; and it is further ſupported by the 
teſtimony of one of his ( opponents, who 
ſays, that he has ſeen many inſtances where 
water drunk for a conſiderable time has cured 
the clap, or gonorrhaa, full as well as any 
medicine whatever; though I think it will 
call for the faith of a zealot to attribute any 
ſpecific influence to water. 


After what has been proved from Mr. 
Hunter, independent of the laſt ſection Mr. 
Foot animadverted on, of the poſſible ef- 
fects of a gonorrhœa, would any man but 
himſelf have been ſo wild as to ſay, the hope 
held out warranted, becauſe it might happen 
the omiſſion of the means in our power to 
deſtroy the diſeaſe, and that the attempt 
would be a prejudication of Mr. Hunter's 
honour. . 


G 2 From” 


65% Dr. Swediaur. 
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From Mr. Foot's deſultory manner of 
treating this ſubject, I am reduced to the ne- 
ſity of frequently recurring to the fame 
thing; but as I have before obſerved, Mr. 
Hunter could not be ſo abſurd as to ſay, un- 
conditionally, that the diſeaſe would tire it- 
ſelf out, and yet dictate the mode of cure 
neceſſary to be adopted. Yet ſuch is the idea 
Mr. Foot would palm upon us; he ſcems 
more deſirous of rendering Mr. Hunter 11- 
diculous, than himſelf reſpectable, and en- 
deavours to amuſe us with wit, (but not ſter- 
ling attic wit) where he cannot be argumen- 
tative. His reaſoning in his heat, overturns 
unfortunately his deductions, as I have be- 
fore proved; and where he ſtrives to deſtroy, 
he ſtrengthens Mr. Hunter's theory, as in 
the direful effects ſometimes following a go- 
norrhœa, fi) which can only be prevented 
by thoſe remedies of art, whole application 
deſtroys the ſtimulating power of the virus, 
and put an end to all irritation,” Now, this is 
only preſenting us with Mr. Hunter's idea in a 
different dreſs, for he ſays, {4 ) the only thing 
neceſſary to be done for the cure, is to de- 
roy the diſpoſition and ſpecific mode of ac- 


tion in the ſolids of the parts; and as that 1s 
| changed, 


. Foot, page 69. (7 Hunter, page 69, 


( 5 
changed, the poiſonous quality of the mat- 
ter produced will alſo be deſtroyed.” 


I have a pleaſure in acquieſcing with Mr 
Foot in the opinion, that a prophylactic, I 
believe, will prevent the venereal action from 
taking place; ſo does Mr. Hunter, (page 378): 
but I cannot agree unconditionally, that the 


ſame is PERO at all times, and in all con- 


ſtitutions, after the irritation has taken plac 


and runs high; or that it ought to be con- 


tinued, 83 poſſib * it * may, 
yet the inſtances muſt be ſo rare, as to call 
for the diſcrimination of a practitioner's 
Judgement to direct when, for no definite 
rule can be laid down. I have ſeen inſtances, 
where, I am clear, a mercurial injection (and 


that from Mr. Foot's ſubſequent remarks, 


ſeems to be the prophylactic hinted at) has 
been extremely injurious, by increaſing the 
irritation, and conſequently the ite ac- 
tion of the venereal poiſon, and producing 
thereby a ſtronger diſpoſition to abſorption. 
But by adopting in thoſe inſtances the ſeda- 
tive or quieting plan, relief has been ob- 
tained, and a favourable iſſus followed. 
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„ 
Jam happy in acceding with Mr. Foot, 


to Mr. Hunter's opinion, {/) that irritation 


acting on a ſuſceptible part, tends to leſſen 
its ſuſceptibility ; though I differ with the 
former in its conſequences, ſatisfied, that in 
time, on the ceſſation of the ſtimulus, it re- 
covers its ſenſibility, and that ſome pleaſures 
are increaſed by repetition.—I with for Mr. 
Foot's ſake, as well as mine, that he had 
omitted thoſe invidious and partial quota- 
tions, (m) which his reaſons donot juſtify ; nor 
do they make any thing to his cauſe, and on- 
ly gratify a diſpoſit'on that ought not to be 
indulged, Our opinions ſhould be formed 
from a man's general views, or reaſoning, 
and not from detached ſentences. I have al- 
ready given a juſt narration of Mr. Hunter's 
theory, which might ſerve as an anſwer to 
Mr. Foot's objections ; I ſhall however add, 
though naturally averſe to the practice, an 
extract or two from himſelf, by way of ſpe- 


_ cimen, to convince him of the injuſtice of 
the meaſure, 


u) He ſays, the application of the reme- 
dies (of art) deſtroy the ſtimulating power 


of 
(!) Foot, p. 71. (n) Idem, from p. 74 to 78. 
(2) Idem, p. 69. 


5 6 
of the virus, and put an end to all irrita- 
tion: thus, is the immediate attack removed, 


and the future evils guarded againſt and 
prevented. 


() Here is a virus of a ſpecific quality, 
and which is only temporarily local; and 
although it produces its firſt effects by irri- 
tation, yet it does not ceaſe to act when ir- 
ritation can no longer be ſupported. 


Now, the ceſſation of the irritation is the 
cure in the firſt, but not in the ſecond ex- 
tract. (y) Again, the great variety of in- 
jections given, and every inflammation get- 
ing well during their cure, are ſtrong cor- 
roborating circumſtances in favour of the 
opinion, that they all tend to one end. 


() I fay that a mercurial injection is a 
ſpecific in the cure of a gonorrhœa. 


Does then the term injection, in Mr. 
Foot's idea, convey a ſpecific charm? His 
imagination to me ſeems his zgn:s fatuus. 


Was 


() Foot, p. 72. (f) Idem, p. 88. (2) Idem, p. 107. 


T1855 ) . 
Was I here diſpoſed to follow his practice, 
| 1 ͤ might aſk him, the modus operand; of 
his remedies, and cui bono his reaſoning 
| but the talk is really too painful to purſue. 
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4 Mr. Foot's aim ſeems to be, to confound 
rather than elucidate; for Mr. Hunter's 
fyſtem is not to be learned from mutilat- 
1 ed quotations : but, if the reader adds the 
following words, between the firſt and ſe- 
cond citation (page 80) of Mr. Foot, 
(7) for I have already obſerved, that 
fome people are very ſuſceptible of this 
irritation, who are as it were inſenſible to 
others; and on the contrary, many are ea- 
fily affected by common inflammation, who 
are inſenfible to this; he will readily per- 
ceive the drift, ſcope, force, and propriety 
of his reaſoning, with the fitneſs of his 
practice thereto. But I repeat 1t again, to 
form a juſt idea of Mr. Hunter, rationale, 
and of the fallacy of the light held out, the 
reader muſt refer to the original work, be- 
fore he forms his opinions; for was I to 
make the quotations neceſſary from Mr. 
Hunter, to obviate Mr. Foot's remarks, I 


ſhould 


(7) Foot, P · 70. 


Soi EPI" — — — * 


(49 
ſhould unavoidably extend my Effay to a much 


greater length than-I wiſh. If I am happy 


enough to ward off the ſhaft of malevolence, 
and induce ſome practitioners to recur to 
Mr. Hunter's Treatiſe, the aſſurance of their 
thanks for the benefit they reap, connected 
with the conſequent ſatisfaction of reheving 
my fellow creatures in diſtreſs, is the ampleſt 
recompence I look for ; but I beg their in- 
dulgence, if from a itudy to avoid this er- 
ror, I ſhould have unfortunately run into 
the oppoſite, ſo as to become obſcure from 
brevity. _ 


(Y) If the term © irritable inflammation” 
was not obvious to Mr. Foot's perception, 
he was to be commended for making the con- 
feſſion, but had no right to level other. pea- 
ple's capacities to his ſalad. 


Mr. Foot, in page 82, convinces us, as 


he has frequently before done, on what 
a forlorn hope he reſts his objections, 
when to ſupport the ſhadow of an argument, 
he is forced to advert to the perverſion of 
his opponent's reaſoning, to make a ſtand, 
and uncandidly inſinuate, that Mr. Hunter 


H adviſes 
(/) Foot, page 81. 
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adviſes us to let the gonorrhea tire ;tſelf out ; 
when he poſitively ſpeaks of the inflamma- 
tion, {4) which if great, and of the irri- 
table kind, no violence is to be uſed in the 
cure, for it will only increaſe the ſymptoms, 
unleſs we knew that the great degree of in- 
flammation aroſe entirely from a ſuſceptibi- 
lity of this irritation, and that there was 
no general irritability in the conſtitution, 
which ſeldom can be aſcertained. In caſes 
where the ſymptoms run high, nothing 
ſhould be done that may tend to ſtop the 
diſcharge, either by internal or external 
means, as that does not pur an end to the 
_ inflammation. The conſtitution is to be 
altered, if poſſible, by remedics adapted to 
each diſpoſition, with a view to alter the ac- 
tions of the parts ariſing from ſuch diſpo- 
ſitions, and reduce the diſeaſe to its ſim- 
ple form,” when the cure may be pro- 
ceeded to without interception „or * ne- 
ceſſity, as Mr. Foot patheticaly laments, 9 
being thut out from the moſt a nuring enjoy- 
ments. 


() 828 ter, 2 


any 2 
3 


( WY 


OF LOCAL APPLICATIONS, &c. (x) =! 


HE quotation given here is amongſt 

L. the faireſt, though the ſenſe is fome- |} 
what impaired by the omiſſion of univer- 1 
lh, (y) which ſhould have been i * | 
after, © but certainly this is not the caſe ;' 1 
yet it may have been caſual, therefore ve- 
nial. The avidity with which he ſeizes 
the remark, of every ſuch complaint cur- 
ing itſelf in time,” (g) would lead one to - 
ſuppoſe, that he forgot the laſt ſtand that 
he made, and, in the eagerneſs to catch at 
this phantom, had forgot the following ex- 
planation, (a) © I think, however, that it 
appears from practice, that an injection will 
often have almoſt an immediate effect upon 
the ſymptoms, therefore they muit have 
ſore power;” and further, (4) © as many 
injections immediately, or at leaſt ſoon af- 
ter the application, remove the ſymptoms, 
and prevent the formation of matter, &c.“ þ 
H 2 If | 


(x) Foot, p. 86. (y) Hunter, p. 74. 
(=) Foot, p. 87. (a) Hunter, p, 76. (5) Hunter, 77, 
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( 60) 

If I err not, this proof of delinquency 
ſhews a determined reſolution to cavil at 
every thing Mr. Hunter ſays; for here are two 
pages of uſeleſs declamation, a repetition 
of what has been more than once attended 
to before, and as frequently anſwered, fo as 
really to become irkſome: I ſhall only once 
more remark, that mercury is not a ſpecific 
for a gonorrhœa, as we can cure the com- 
plaint without it. From the tenour of Mr. 
Foot's Obſervations, one would be tempted 
to ſuppoſe that he has but one form, or re- 
medy, for all venereal complaints, conſti- 
tutions, ages, and circumſtances; ſo that 
his, if infallible, muſt be a ſpecific. But 
unfortunately for him, theſe are not the 
days of credulity, and the want of confiſt- 
ency in him, weakens one's faith, eſpecially 
after an avowed incapacity to compre- 
hend the merits of the work in queſtion. (c) 
(d) He ſays, Mr. Hunter aſſumes iuch a 
ſyſtem as he knows nothing ile aut ſe- 
cundum to it. I am unwilling to irritate 
his feelings, by urging this matter ſo much 
as his conduct towards Mr. Hunter de- 
ſerves; my ſympathy is raiſed for his ſitu- 

ation: 


(-) Foot, p. gi; 83, & 93. (4) Idem, p. 89. 


( % } 

ation : ſhall therefore leave him to reconcile 
the abſurdity of pretending to cenſure what 
he does not comprehend; the confeſſion is 
the greateſt, and I might add the only mark 
of candour we have hitherto met with ; 
and though it weakens the evidence of his 
remarks, and excites our concern, that a 
profeſſional man ſhould have ſo waſted his 
time, and miſapplied his talents, yet ſome 
degree of reſentment is united with our 
pity, to fee him ſtill perſiſt in holding out 
{uch partial, imperfect, and mutilated quo- 
tations, that if we took his word, might be 
ſaid to countenance his aſſertions, and prove 
Mr. Hunter's theory, not only the moſt ab- 
ſtruſe, but the moiſt complex and abſurd 
that ever was foſtered by man. However, 
juſtice requires us toy advert to the original 
work, that by comparing the extracts with 
Mr. Hunter, the conduct of Mr. Foot may 
be expoſed in a ſuitable light. 


In the preſent ſection there is an ample 
ſcope for animadverſion; and it may not 
be amiſs to put (e Mr. Foot in mind, that 

there 


(e) Foot, p. 94. 


62 ) 

there is in general no ulcer in a gonor- 
rhœa, therefore no analogy. Mr. Hunter's 
reaſons for forming this opinion, are given 
in the quotation in part, and more fully in 
the paragraph following that cited; and in 
a note to page 36, ſo as to fave me the 
trouble of noticing them here. The mo- 
tive is not on account of the noxious ef- 
fects of the diſcharge on the part, but by 
removing it, the medicines are allowed to 
come in contact with the inflamed ſurface, 
and thereby leſlen the diſpoſition to abſorp- 
tion. Beſides, Mr. Hunter never ſays that 
the neighbouring parts are exempt, or that 
the matter cannot act by lodging on the 
ſurface of the urethra in its paſſage, ſo as to 
increaſe and poſſibly extend its ſpecific ac- 
tion, which the frequent application of the 
injection will obviate, as cleanlineſs does 
the Eryſipelatous affection, that attacks the 
neighbouring parts of old ulcers. 


Mr. Foot obſerves, () that he is at a 
loſs to determine which of the five words, 
but, probably, ſeldom, happen, and believe, 

Mr. | 


Foot, page 95. 


Mr. Hunter is the * indebted to.“ The 
remarking this invidious attack may be 
thought ill natured in me at the firſt view, 
and an exception to my declaration of 
avoiding every thing perſonal ; but a little 
reflection will obviate the ſuppoſition, 
though I acknowledge it was not worth a 
reply, for every reader will naturally deem 
their adoption a mark of diffidence or mo- 
deſty, a virtue that would not have diſgraced 
even Mr. Foot, but would have taught 
him to deliver his dogmas in a tone more 
conſiſtent with his talents, ſituation, and 
former (g) profeſſions, and have inſtilled 
ſuch a ſhare of candour as to permit Mr. 
Hunter to deliver his own ſentiments with- 
out his poliſhing hand. I have before ob- 
jected to this liberty he takes, of marring 
Mr. Hunter's opinion, though I can allow 
it might for once have been caſual; bur 
that the repetition ſhould, is rather impro- 
bable. He further adds, © they are his coat 
of armour.” Now this ſhews him a diſcrete 
warrior, for none but madmen heedleſsly 
throw off their armour, and neglect their 
guard, in an engagement: does not every 

1 ſwordſman 

, (g) Foot, page 2. 


| 0 64) 
| fwordſman endeavour to parry his adverſary's 
attack, whilſt he is watching to make a 
home thruſt himſelf? And however the con- 
trary conduct may pleaſe Mr. Foot's fin- 
gularity, he would find few to agree with 
him; for ſuch a conduct could not ariſe 
from true courage, but would be temerity 
in the extreme. To drop the metaphor, we 
are in reaſonings to judge of the propriety of 
a meaſure from the force, juſtnets, and 
cogency of the arguments advanced, rather 
than by the poſitiveneſs with Which they are 
delivered. 


I am glad Mr. Foot (%) now confeſſes 
what has been before remarked, that 
he is incapable of extricating us out of 
the chaos he has himſelf created, and 
obliged us to recur to Mr. Hunter for 
the clue of his own Obſervations. What a 
misfortune, that he does not poſſeſs the 
power of elucidating ſubjects ſo well as he 
does of confounding them! On his own 
account (i) he has to regret, that in ex- 
panding the leaves before us, he has exchanged 

* 


() Foot, p. 95. () Idem, p. 98. 


Cos 
or forfeited the title of a reputable prac- 
titioner, for that of a feeble, illiberal critic, 
in attacking opinions he profeſſes not to 
underſtand, and reducing himſelf to the 
conſequent neceſſity of diſingenuouſly ſtating 
Mr. Hunter's arguments, to ſupport the 
ſhadow of reaſoning, and of ſubſtituting 
ſarcaſms inſtead of facts, endeavouring 
thereby to leſſen the merit of Mr. Hunter's 
performance, condemning the Treatiſe as 
inutile. However, notwithſtanding Mr. 
Foot's fiat, I ſhall not ſcruple to aver 
with confidence, and fear not being ſup- 
ported by the teſtimony of better judges 
than either of us, that it abounds with 
more uſeful information, conveys a better 
theory of the diſeaſe, and a ſuperior ratzonale 
of the action of remedies, than any we are 
acquainted with, the method of cure being 
treated of on that extended ſcale as does 
credit to the enlarged views and genius of 
its Author. It is true, there is nothing for 
the quack, but the judicious practitioner may 
receive conſiderable benefit; though, ſince it 
is a human frailty to err, we are not to ex- 
pect perfection. There may be ſome trivial 
opinions, that when tried by the teſt of ex- 

"i ob perience, 
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( 66 ) 
perience, may be overturned, though nothing 
that Mr. Foot has hitherto advanced 1s 
capable of weakening their evidence, nor 


is any idea advanced that does not deſerve 


our ſerious conſideration. 


OF THE TREATMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 
IN THE CURE OF THE GONORRHOEA.: 


-Þ (4) FF HE objection ſtated after the 


L quotation from Mr. Hunter, is, 
that no further notice being taken of this, 
he preſumes that the whole venereal concern 
was at an end; yet the only inſtance where 
he ever ſaw a gonorrhea diſappear in this 
manner, the conſequence was, that the 
patient endured the moſt confirmed lues 
venerea that he ever ſaw. Though I doubt 
not the fact, yet it is no exception, nor 
does it weaken Mr, Hunter's evidence ; on 
the contrary, it is a confirmation of his ſub- 
ſequent words, (/) * In others I have ſeen 
all the ſymptoms of the gonorrhea ſtop 

#:- 1 . "4 
(40 Foot, Pp. 98. (/) Hunter, p. 85. 


( 6) 


by the coming on of a fever, and return 
again when it went off.“ (m) © Although 


a fever does not always cure a gonorrhcea, 
yet as it may, nothing ſhould be done 
while the fever laſts; and if it continues 
after the fever is gone, it is then to be 
treated according to the ſymptoms.” But 
Mr. Foot ſays, the iſſue of his patient 


proves directly the reverſe of Mr. Hunter's 


opinion, /) that no two actions can 
take place in the ſame conſtitution at the 


ſame time;“ yet unfortunately for him, the 


latter ſays, (o. © the lues and the ſinall-poæ 
may exiſt together; that is, parts of 
the body may have been contaminated by 
the venereal poiſon, and the ſmall-pox may 
take place, and both may appear together, 
but not in the ſame parts; that he ſuppoſes 
a fever produces the ſuſpenſion, or cure of 
a gonorrhœa;“ and Mr. Foot unaccount- 
ably admits, that perhaps he is right ; but 
immediately after, as though he had re- 
pented of the conceſſion, and was perplexed, 
or as if halting between belief and doubt, 
aſxs, © Does Mr. Hunter pretend to ſay, 


I 2 that 


( Hunter, p- 85. (2) Idem, P-· 2. 
(%) Idem, p. 2. 
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that the virus was dormant whilſt it was 
abſorbing from the urethra into the habit? 
The queſtion is worded in ſuch a queſtion- 
able manner as hardly to deſerve an an- 
ſwer; it betrays an unpardonable want of 
attention: but leaſt it ſhould be thought I 
was quibbling about expreſſions rather than 
replying to facts, or what might be ſup- 
poſed was Mr. Foot's meaning, I ſhall not 
ſhrink from the aflertion, that here the 
latter diſeaſe deſtroyed the local action of 
the gonorrhea. Even the caſe related by 
Mr. Foot proves the ſuſpenſion, though 
after the fever ceaſed it might recover its 
action, and abſorption then taking place, 
would produce the lues venerea ; indeed, it 
not put an end to, would not the relaxed or 
enfeebled habit which enſues after fevers, 
prediſpoſe to fuch an event ? 


Mr. Foot ſays, (p) © that a mercurial in- 
jection is a ſpecific in the cure of a gonor- 
rhœa.“ Though I have replied to this 
queſtion beio:e, I muſt add, that I am fo 
confident of the impropriety of uſing a 
mercurial injection indiſcriminately, that I 
take 


Foot, p. IC1. 


61 

ſtake my credit on the juſtneſs of a contrary 
practice. Wherever there is either this 
extreme ſuſceptibility in the parts, a pre- 
diſpoſition to a very high degree of the ſpe- 
cific action, or the irritable inflammation, 
as Mr. Hunter calls it, is preſent, a quieting, 
rather than irritating plan, cannot be in- 
culcated too often for the patient's good; 
and this diſpoſition of the parts or ſyſtem 
may very often be diſcovered from the 
patient's account, either from ſome former 
infection, or the violence and peculiarity 
of the preſent ſymptoms; yet I readily 
agree with Mr. Foot, that frequently his 
practice may be eligible, and as far as my 
experience leads, always ſacceſsful, if made 
uſe of as a prophylactic, though it deſerves 
not the name of a ſpecific in a gonorrhœa, 
as other remedies are equally advantageous : 
and when Mr. Foot ſays, under every cir- 
cumſtance, {g) * that the cure is only made 
more difficult and important from pro- 
craſtination, by permitting the virus to ex- 
tend its ill effects, and by widening the in- 
flammatory ſur face, I am induced to aſk 
him, if ſuch ſerious conſequences ariſe from 

it's 


(s) Foot, p. 101. LK 


1 


its omiſſion for a ſhort time, how it is we 
are enabled to cure a gonorrhœa without 
the aid of mercury ? 


. 


(7) or THE TREATMENT OF OCCASIONAL 
SYMPTOMS OF GONORRHOEA, 


| R. FOOT ſeems to miſconceive the 
: opinion given by Mr. Hunter, who 
recommends the remedies immediately ap- 
plicable to theſe accidental ſymptoms, as 
adjuncts or appendages to his plan, without 
conſidering them as venereal, becauſe 
equally liable to occur from any other ir- 
Titation. (g) Mr. Foot's obſervations on 
electricity, I can cordially ſecond, as ſtrictly 
conformable to my own 1deas. | 


( Foot, p. 102. (5) Idem, p. 104. 


OF 


OF THE TREATMENT OF THE AFFECTIONS 
OF THE BLADDER, 


FTER the quotation from Mr, 
-” Hunter, Mr. Foot adds, (Ft) © but 

with me it is more than conjecture. This 
15 one of the local evils out of many more, 
not to mention thoſe that ariſe from ab- 
ſorption, that will moſt certainly ſucceed 
from neglected gonorrhea, or from ſuch 
as are abandoned to their own cure.” 


It is almoſt needleſs in me to repeat 
again, that Mr. Hunter, from his practice, 
teaches us not to depend on what may hap- 
pen, but recommends the moſt approved 
method of cure; then why repeat the cir- 
cumſtance ſo often? It cannot be forgot, 
what has been ſo frequently anſwered, nor 
will the invariable adoption of a mercurial 
injection under all circumſtances, from the 
firſt, ſecure us any more againſt this at- 
tack, than cure it alone ; eſpecially, if de- 

pending 


(:) Foot, p. 105. 


) 

pending on the abſorption of the poiſon; 
becauſe it cannot, if we were to admit it 
to be a ſpecific, reach the cauſe. I have 
tried it, and am ſo far from conceiving it 
calculated either univerſally to prevent or 
cure, that I have ſeen it take place un- 
der the practice, and ſtrongly ſuſpect that 
it ſometimes aggravates the diſeaſe, where- 
as a ſedative anodyne plan immediately 
gives relief. 


OF THE TREATMENT OF THE SWELLED 
TESIICLE,. 


(u) F PERFECTLY agree with Mr. Foot, 

I that let men alone who ſet of 
upon a wrong theory, and they will en- 
tangle themſelves; for the truth that he 
has effected this prediction, I appeal to the 
candid reader, and adduce the evidence of 


paſt facts. 


The paragraphs before us are diſingenu- 
gal ſtated, and mutilated with the ſame 
invidious 


(2) Foot, p. 108. 


C 6 1 

invidious view as thoſe before remarked ; 
but if we take the whole of the paragraphs, 
they tend to explain themſelves; indeed 
we ſhould attend to each entire ſection, to 
ſee the ſcope of Mr. Hunter's reaſoning. 
In page 58 he ſays, © the ſwelling of 
the teſticle has ſeveral peculiarities ; it is 
often quick in its increaſe, and not be- 
ing of the true inflammatory diſpoſition, it 
requires leſs time for the removal of the 
inflammation and tumefaction than when 
proceeding from other cauſes.” The ſame 
remark is made in page 92; yet the different 
periods of time in which the hardneſs ceaſes, 
depend often on the treatment, but more 
on the conſtitution than the nature of 
the virus. After the repeated liberties taken 
with Mr. Hunter's words, which I have. 
pointed out, the declaration from Mr. Foot, 
that (u if he were invidiouſly to ſeek for 
contradictions, he ſhould deſpair of coming 
ever to a concluſion,” is not, I think, ſin- 
gularly opportune ; for if the ailertion was 
well ſupported, why has he ſo ſtudiouſly 
endeavoured to miſrepreſent ? Facts and de- 
clarations are againſt each other; and I 
K defy 

(% Foot, p. 108. | 
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any quotations that I make to a deſire of 
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belongs here to him. Burt that Mr. Hun- 


7 2 
defy Mr. Foot to reconcile his conduct with 
his profeſſions in page 32, where he ſays, 
« ] truſt that my readers will not attribute 


treſpaſſing on their patience, or of ſwell- 
ing this pamphlet; nor am I ambitious, 
however highly I reſpect the talents of Mr. 
Hunter in general, of idly ingrafting into 
my humble performance what ſo particularly 


ter may not have a wrong conſtruction put 
upon his meaning by me, it is as neceſſary to 
my character and to his own, as to the 
cauſe of truth. 


I have now gone through the Firſt Part of 
Mr. Foot's (x) Obſervations, and as far, it 
may be preſumed, as he will with me, or at 
leaſt as becomes neceſſary on the preſent 
ſubject: for if I have been ſucceſsful, my 
Reply will ſhew the inutility of his Obſer- 
vations on the Gonorrhœa, and enable the 
reader to form a pretty correct judgement of 
the remaining parts of his performance, the 
preſent being a prototype of the others; 
and if otherwiſe, that I have failed of my 

end, 


(x) Foot, p. 109. 


CI 
end, it is more than enough of a fruitleſs 
eſſay. The illiberality of the language, I 
muſt once more repeat, is ſuch as no error 
(either real or ſuppoſed) of Mr. Hunter's 
could juſtify ; nor can I conceive what af- 
finity there can exiſt between a gonorrhea 
and a pack of cards, ſlight of hand tricks, 
a ſober game of whilſt, a horſe race, a jockey, 
or the whiſtling of a groom, &c. Theſe are 
1dle conceits, and betray a depraved taſte. 
Nor can I reconcile, either to delicacy or 
propriety, that ſolace or conſummate va- 
nity with which he encircles himſelf on 
his preſent Eilay; he might at leaſt have 
waited till an 1mpartial Public had decided 
on its merits. If the laudable love of fame, 
or really the deſire of oppoſing any injurious 
innovations, had been his motive, he ought 
to have diveſted himſelf of prejudice, to have 
been cool, diſpaſſionate, and argumentative, 
inſtead of being intemperate and abuſive. 
Againſt the authority of Johnſon on Sym- 
pathy, I have given ſufficient teſtimony to 
overturn his ſingle opinion; and it can 
therefore be no breach of charity to ſup- 
poſe, that he might not attend to the full 


extent or meaning of one word, when we 
K 2 know 


„ 
know that there are a many in our lan- 
guage which are not to be found in him: 


and I doubt not, that whenever a new lex- 
icon comes out, that it will fully eſtabliſh 


the conſtruction given by medical Authors; 
and as neither South nor Locke were either 
of them lexiographers or profeſſional men, 
their authorities cannot be deciſive h). 


If I have uttered any expreſſions in the 
courſe of my Reply, repugnant to decency 


and perſonal reſpect, I beg my Reader's for- 


giveneis, aſſuring him that it was foreign 
from my intention: for, however I have 
ſucceeded, I have been ſedulous in avoiding 
the error, and am certain, that I have ſacri- 


ficed ſometimes a ſhare of the force of my 


argument to the wiſh of obviating it; 
though it is impoſſible not to feel an in- 
tereſt in what one has undertaken to de- 
tend; and, unfortunately, I cannot at all 
times command a ſtoical apathy: fo 
that I may with all my care, have, un- 
fortunately, 

To the authorities already given on Sympathy, I beg 
leave to recommend to the candid attention of unprejudiced 
minds, an ingenious Treatiſe wrote by Dr. Seguin Henry 


Fackſon, which I had not the pleaſure of meeting with till 
my preſent Eſſay was nearly printed off. 


— 


(20 
fortunately, expreſſed my diſapprobation of 
the glaring difingenuity which I have fo 
frequently pointed out, in rather too ſtrong 


colouring. 


On Mr. Foot's account, I have to regret 
the neceſſity, and really ſympathize with 
him for his ſituation, that no friendly 
monitor was near to point out this Cha- 
rybdis to him, but permit him to waſte 
his time, and run the riſque of forfeiting 
his friends by ſuch an ill-judged meaſure. 


